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Foreword
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This brochure provides an overview of the four-
teen Basel Convention Regional and Coordina-
ting Centres for Capacity Building and Techno-
logy Transfer (BCRCs) established under the Basel 
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Mo-
vements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal. 
The Basel Convention is unique in setting up a 
regional network of autonomous institutions ope-
rating under the authority of the Conference of 
the Parties.

The brochure provides information on the opera-
tions of each Centre and describes their regional 
activities towards the implementation of the Basel 
Convention and in the wider context of the sound 
management of wastes and chemicals.

The Basel Convention was adopted to protect hu-
man health and the environment against the ad-
verse effects resulting from the generation, mana-
gement, transboundary movements and disposal 
of hazardous and other wastes. 

The Basel Convention regulates the transboun-
dary movements of hazardous and other wastes 
and obliges its Parties to ensure that such wastes 
are managed and disposed of in an environmen-
tally sound manner. Thereby, Parties are expected 
to minimize the quantities that are moved across 
borders, to treat and dispose of wastes as close as 
possible to their place of generation and to pre-
vent or minimize the generation of hazardous 
and other wastes at source. The Convention covers 
toxic, poisonous, explosive, corrosive, flammable, 
ecotoxic and infectious wastes. It entered into for-
ce in 1992 and has 168 Parties as of March 2006.
The BCRCs were set up to deliver training, tech-
nology transfer, information, consulting and 
awareness raising activities on matters relevant 
to the implementation of the Basel Convention 
and to the environmentally sound management 

of hazardous and other wastes in the countries 
they serve. They are located in Argentina, China, 
Egypt, El Salvador, Indonesia, Islamic Republic of 
Iran, Nigeria, Russian Federation, Senegal, Slovak 
Republic, South Pacific Regional Environment Pro-
gramme (Samoa), South Africa, Trinidad and To-
bago, and Uruguay.

The BCRCs are uniquely positioned to steer regio-
nal efforts by linking global hazard waste mana-
gement obligations with national development 
plans, integrating the environmentally sound 
management of hazardous waste with regional 
cooperation and development strategies and by 
initiating public-private partnerships.

The issues linked to the transboundary movements 
and management of hazardous wastes evolve 
continuously and rapidly. New waste streams need 
our attention, such as used electrical and electro-
nic products like cellular phones and computers, 
for example. Other issues such as the dismantling 
of obsolete ships are now high on the agenda of 
international environmental diplomacy. 

As the Basel Convention adapts to a changing 
world, its Regional and Coordinating Centres are 
a particularly significant strategic asset to channel 
know-how to those who need it most, and to ga-
ther information on specific needs, locally and in 
the regions.

Dr. Sachiko Kuwabara-Yamamoto
Executive Secretary

Secretariat of the Basel Convention



Conscious of the need to address regional specifici-
ties and the need to facilitate the implementation 
of global issues at the regional level, countries 
foresaw the establishment of Basel Convention 
Regional and Coordinating Centres (BCRCs) at the 
time of the adoption of the Convention. In 1994, 
the Parties initiated the selection of the BCRCs. The 
first few years were dedicated to the institutional 
establishment of a growing number of Centres. 
Article 14 of the Convention addresses the issue 
of the establishment of the Centres to respond to 
the specific needs of the different regions in the 
world in terms of training and technology transfer 
for the minimization and environmentally sound 
management of hazardous and other wastes.

On several occasions, Parties reiterated the im-
portance of the Centres in their assistance to im-
plement the Basel Convention. In particular, refe-
rence is made to the 1999 “Basel Declaration on 
Environmentally Sound Management”. The Decla-
ration recognized the need to further develop the 
Regional Centres as an efficient means to achieve 
the goals of environmentally sound management 
of hazardous and other wastes enshrined in the 
Basel Convention. 

At its sixth meeting in 2002, the Conference of 
the Parties agreed that the “Strategic Plan for the 
Implementation of the Basel Convention” would 
constitute the major instrument to give effect to 
the environmentally sound management of ha-
zardous and other wastes until 2010. The Strategic 
Plan calls for the Basel Convention Regional Cen-
tres to be a major regional delivery mechanism to 
implement the policy priorities of the Basel Decla-
ration.

At COP7 in 2004, a “Ministerial Statement on 
Partnerships for Meeting the Global Waste Chal-
lenge” was adopted in which the continuous 
strengthening of the BCRCs was emphasised.

n Basel Convention
Operational Network - BCON

The fifth session of the Open-ended Working 
Group, of April 2006, was presented with the 
concept of the BCON. The Basel Convention Secre-
tariat, and the 14 BCRCs, constitute the BCON. The 
objective is to increase the visibility of the regio-
nal operational capacity of the Basel Convention, 
to create a regional network supporting the im-
plementation of the Strategic Plan, to strengthen 
cooperation among the Centres, and to constitute 
an integrated and visible multi-regional entity 
capable of mobilizing resources and catalyzing 
stakeholders’ support, including promoting and 
undertaking activities to improve synergies at the 
regional level among the waste, chemicals, and 
other related conventions and programmes.

n Basel Declaration on Environmentally
sound Management

• Prevention, minimization, recycling, recovery 
and disposal of hazardous and other wastes, 
taking into account social, technological and 
economic concerns;

• Active promotion and use of cleaner technolo-
gies and production methods with the aim of 
the prevention and minimization of hazardous 
and other wastes;   

• Further reduction of movement of hazardous 
and other wastes;

• The prevention and monitoring of illegal traffic;

• Improvement of institutional and technical ca-
pabilities - through technology when appro-
priate - especially for developing countries and 
countries with economies in transition;

• Further development of regional centres for 
training and technology transfer;

• Enhancement of information exchange, edu-
cation and awareness-raising in all sectors of 
society;

• Cooperation and partnership with the public 
authorities, international organizations, the 
industry sector, non-governmental organiza-
tions and academic institutions;

• Development of mechanisms for compliance 
with and for the monitoring and effective 
implementation of the Convention and its 
amendments.
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The Regional and coordinating centres 
of the Basel Convention
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Africa and West Asia
• 1 Basel Convention Regional Centre
	 for the Arab States (Cairo)

• 2 Basel Convention Co-ordinating Centre 
	 for the African Region (Ibadan)  

• 3 Basel Convention Regional Centre
	 for French-speaking countries in Africa (Dakar)  

• 4 Basel Convention Regional Centre
	 for English-speaking African countries (Pretoria) 

Asia and Pacific Region
• 5 Basel Convention Centre
	 for the Asia and Pacific Region in China 

• 6 Basel Convention Regional Centre
	 for Southeast Asia (Jakarta) 

• 7 Basel Convention Regional Centre in Tehran 

• 8 Pacific Regional Centre
	 for Training and Technology Transfer
	 for the Joint Implementation of the Basel
	 and Waigani Conventions in the South Pacific 
	 Region (Apia)

Central and Eastern Europe
• 9 Basel Convention Regional Centre
	 for Countries of the Commonwealth
	 of Independent States (Moscow)

• 10 Basel Convention Regional Centre
	 for Central Europe (Bratislava)

Latin America and the Caribbean
• 11 Basel Convention Regional Centre
	 for the South American Region (Buenos Aires) 

• 12 Basel Convention Regional Centre
	 for  Central America and Mexico (San Salvador)

• 13 Basel Convention Regional Centre
	 for the Caribbean Region (Port of Spain) 

• 14 Basel Convention Coordinating Centre
	 for Latin America and Caribbean Region
	 (Montevideo)
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Core Functions of the Basel Convention 
Regional Centres
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• 1	Ensuring interaction, including exchange of in-
formation, between the secretariat of the Basel 
Convention and the Regional Centres, among 
the subregional centres, Parties and other rela-
ted institutions;

• 2	Conveying regional consultation to identify 
priorities and formulate strategies;  

• 3	Supporting and coordinating common tasks of 
the subregional centres in the field of policies, 
information, communication, technical and fi-
nancial assessment; 

• 4	Defining and executing programmes of regio-

nal scope in coordination with the subregional 
centres;

• 5	 Identifying, promoting and strengthening 
the synergies and mechanisms of cooperation 
among the subregional centres and other stake-
holders in environmentally sound management 
and the minimization of generation of hazar-
dous waste and technology transfer in and out-
side the region; 

• 6	Keeping a compilation system for information 
and making such information accessible to sta-
keholders.

Core Functions of the Coordinating
Centres of the Basel Convention*

Legal Establishement of the Basel 
Convention Regional and Coordinating 
Centres
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• 1  Training
• 2  Technology Transfer  
• 3  Information  
• 4  Consulting 
• 5  Awareness-raising

In particular :
(a) Developing and conducting training program-
mes, workshops, seminars and associated projects 
in the field of the environmentally sound mana-
gement of hazardous wastes, transfer of environ-
mentally sound technology and minimization of 
the generation of hazardous wastes, with specific 
emphasis on training of trainers and the promo-
tion of ratification and implementation of the 
Convention and its instruments; 

(b) Identifying, developing and strengthening 
mechanisms for the transfer of technology in the 
field of environmentally sound management of 
hazardous wastes or their minimization in the re-
gion; 

(c) Gathering, assessing and disseminating infor-
mation in the field of hazardous wastes and other 
wastes to Parties of the region and to the secre-
tariat; 

(d) Collecting information on new or proven en-
vironmentally sound technologies and know-how 
relating to environmentally sound management 
and minimization of the generation of hazardous 
wastes and other wastes and disseminating these 
to Parties of the region at their request; 

(e) Establishing and maintaining regular exchange 
of information relevant to the provisions of the 
Basel Convention, and networking at the national 
and regional levels;

(f) Organizing meetings, symposiums and missions 
in the field, useful for carrying out these objecti-
ves in the region; 

(g) Providing assistance and advice to the Parties 
and non-parties of the region at their request, on 
matters relevant to the environmentally sound 
management or minimization of hazardous was-
tes, the implementation of the provisions of the 
Basel Convention and other related matters;

(h) Promoting public awareness; 

(i) Encouraging the best approaches, practices and 
methodologies for environmentally sound mana-
gement and minimization of the generation of 
hazardous wastes and other wastes, for example, 
through case studies and pilot projects; 

(j) Cooperating with the United Nations and its 
bodies, in particular the United Nations Environ-
ment Programme and the specialized agencies, 
and with other relevant intergovernmental orga-
nizations, industry and non-governmental organi-
zations, and, where appropriate, with any other 
institution, in order to coordinate activities and 
develop and implement joint projects related to 
the provisions of the Basel Convention and deve-
lop synergies where appropriate with other multi-
lateral environmental agreements;

(k) Developing, within the general financial stra-
tegy approved by the Parties, the Centres’ own 
strategy for financial sustainability; 

(l) Cooperating in mobilization of human, finan-
cial and material means in order to meet the ur-
gent needs at the request of the Party(ies) of the 
region faced with incidents or accidents which 
cannot be solved with the means of the individual 
Party(ies) concerned;

(m) Performing any other functions assigned to it 
by the decisions of the Conference of the Parties 
of the Basel Convention or by Parties of the region 
consistent with such decisions. 

* In addition to the core functions of the Basel Convention Regional Centre.

To date, eight Framework Agreements have been signed.
• Pacific Regional Centre for the Joint Implementation of the 

Basel and Waigani Conventions in the South Pacific Region 
- 18 December 2003

• BCRC for Latin America and Caribbean Region - 30 January 
2004

• BCRC for the Arab States - 29 October 2004

• BCRC for Southeast Asia - 29 October 2004

• BCRC for the Caribbean Region - 29 October 2004 

• BCRC for French-speaking Countries in Africa - 1 March 2005

• BCRC in Argentina - 8 July 2005

• BCRC in Tehran 27 - July 2005
The BCRC for English-speaking Africa adopted the inter-go-
vernmental model which was signed in 2004

The Basel Convention Regional and Coordina-
ting Centres have been operational for a number 
of years. However, it has been recognised by the 
Parties to the Basel Convention  that their legal 
establishment is an essential step towards creating 
stable institutions with the capacity to assist in the 
implementation of the Basel Convention at the 
regional level.

The Conference of the Parties to the Basel Conven-
tion, at its sixth meeting, held in December 2002, 
adopted Decision VI/3 that outlines the core ele-
ments that all the Framework Agreements should 
include. The decision also describes the functions 
of the Basel Convention Regional Centres and 

Coordinating Centres. In addition, it provides that 
signature of the Framework Agreements will esta-
blish the Centres as legally independent entities. 

There are twp model agreements establishing two 
different types of institutions:

• an inter-governmental institution (i.e. an inter-
governmental institution concludes an agree-
ment with the Secretariat to undertake the 
functions of the Centre), and 

• a national institution with regional role (i.e. an 
institution established under the national law 
of the host Government concludes an agree-
ment with the Secretariat to exercise the regio-
nal functions of the Centre). 
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Basel Convention Regional Centre 
for the Arab States
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included a desk study carried out through ques-
tionnaires, field visits and a survey of the informal 
sector. The feasibility study covered legal, technical, 
economic and environmental aspects. It is expected 
that these recommendations will be endorsed by 
the Nigerian Government with the view of elabo-
rating an official management plan. As part of the 
project, a pilot study on used oils in Nigeria was 
completed. The results and lessons learnt from 

this project will be replicated in other countries in 
the region. Partnerships with major oil companies 
operating in Africa will be launched to promote 
the environmentally sound management of used 
oils 1 . These partnerships concern all the Regional 
Centres in Africa (Dakar, Senegal, South Africa and 
Nigeria) and will be managed together with the 
Secretariat of the Basel Convention. The results will 
be publicised in a comprehensive report.

1 This initiative falls within the terms established by Decision VI/10 of the COP of the Basel Convention on the implementation of the environ-
mental initiative of the new partnership for Africa’s development, as related to hazardous waste and other waste.
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Basel Convention Regional Centre
for French-speaking countries in Africa

The Basel Convention Regional Centre for French-
speaking countries in Africa is based in Dakar, Se-
negal, and has been operational since 1999. The 
Centre is hosted by the African Institute of Urban 
Management (IAGU). The Centre has received fi-
nancial assistance from Senegal, the United States 
of America and the Basel Convention Trust Fund.

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Assistance in the compilation of national inven-
tories through field projects, database training 
and trainer of trainers (Comoros, Guinea, Niger, 
2003-2004).

• Evaluation of imports into West Africa of used 
vehicles containing asbestos material (Senegal, 
Benin 2004).

• Project on used oil management in Africa, inclu-
ding two pilot projects in Burkina Faso and the 

Democratic Republic of Congo (2004-2006).
• Project on dioxins and furans in Sub-Saharan 

Africa (2004-2006).
• Inventory of Hazardous Wastes in French spea-

king countries covered by BCRC-Dakar

n Case Study- Evaluation of Imports 
into West Africa of Used Vehicles

The project was launched to address the issue 
of the import into Benin and other West African 
countries of used cars that contain asbestos. The 
information required for this project was com-
piled through questionnaires sent to the Basel 
Convention Focal Points of the countries concer-
ned, a desk study, and two missions to Benin and 
Senegal. Governmental agencies and industry re-
presentatives were also involved. A technical re-
port was issued.

The Basel Convention Regional Centre for the 
Arab States is based in Cairo, Egypt, and has been 
operational since 1998. The Centre is hosted by the 
Centre for Environmental Hazard Mitigation at 
Cairo University and headed by Professor Mortada 
El Aref. Cairo University’s resources support the 
Centre in its activities. Funds have been received 
from the Basel Convention Trust Fund. An agree-
ment for financial assistance (Euros 1,000,000) is in 
place with the Government of Finland. 

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Training seminar for port enforcement officers 
(2003).

• Project for the preparation of tools for the selec-
tion, design and operation of hazardous waste 
landfills in hyper-dry areas (2005).

• Regional workshop on the implementation of 
the Stockholm Convention and synergies with 
other chemical-related agreements (2005). 

• Regional workshop for the Arab States on the 
environmentally sound destruction of Persistent 
Organic Pollutants (POPs) and the decontamina-
tion of POP-containing wastes in the context of 
the Basel and Stockholm Conventions (2005).

• The Basel Convention Regional Centre for Trai-
ning and Technology Transfer for Arab States in 
Cairo - Capacity Building for the implementa-
tion of the Basel Convention.

n Case Study – The Landfill Project
The Centre completed a large multidisciplinary 
project aimed at developing guidance for the 
Arab region in managing hazardous waste in an 
environmentally sound manner through landfills. 
The project produced guidelines on landfill site se-
lection, design, and operation in hyper-arid areas. 
These guidelines were discussed at three expert 
meetings with focal points from countries in the 
Arab region. 

Basel Convention Coordinating Centre 
for the African Region

The Basel Convention Coordinating Centre for 
the African Region is based in Ibadan, Nigeria. Its 
function is to coordinate activities with the Basel 
Convention Regional Centres in Egypt, Senegal 
and South Africa for Africa. The Centre has been 
operational since 1994 and is hosted by the Fe-
deral Ministry of Environment and the University 
of Ibadan. The interim Director is Prof. Oladele 
Osibanjo. The Centre receives financial assistance 
from the Basel Convention Trust Fund and from 
the Nigerian Government.

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Training workshop on Dioxin and Furans (Abuja, 
Nigeria, 2003)

• Regional workshop on successful case studies of 
recycling, reuse and resource recovery methods 

towards the environmentally sound manage-
ment of hazardous wastes and the implementa-
tion of the Basel Convention in Africa (Ibadan, 
Nigeria 2004);

• Project on assessment and recycling of used oils 
in Africa (2005).

• Development of a database for use by the coun-
tries in the region 

n Case Study- Assessment and
Recycling of Used Oils in Africa

The pilot project on the assessment and recycling 
of used oils in Africa had the objective of prepa-
ring recommendations for a preliminary national 
plan for the environmentally sound management 
of used oils in Nigeria. A national assessment of the 
management of used oils together with a feasibili-
ty study were completed. The national assessment

9•
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The Basel Convention Centre for the Asia-Pacific 
Region is based in Beijing, China, and has been 
operational since 1997. The Centre is hosted by 
Tsinghua University, and draws upon the expertise 
of its Department of Environmental Science and 
Engineering. Dr Jinhui Li is the Administrative Di-
rector. The Centre has developed strong expertise 
in hazardous waste management, especially elec-
trical and electronic waste (e-waste), particularly 
within China. Funding has been received from the 
Chinese State Environmental Protection Adminis-
tration and from the Ministry of Science and Tech-
nology, from Japan, Canada, and from the Basel 
Convention Trust Fund.

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Establishment of an information network on ha-
zardous waste management in the Asia-Pacific 
region. 

• National workshop on export and import of 
wastes, , Qingdao, Shandong Province, China 
(2003).

• National workshop on the pilot project for the 
monitoring and control of transboundary mo-
vement of hazardous wastes in Asia, Sanya, Hai-
nan Province, China (2003).

• Initiative on environmental protection action of 
end-of-life mobile phones (2003).

• National forum on new partnership for the envi-
ronmentally sound management of hazardous 
wastes, Qingdao, China (2004).

• Initiative on public-private partnerships for the 
environmentally sound management of hazar-
dous wastes, Qingdao, China (2004).

• Initiative (including a survey on imports) for the 
environmentally sound management for e-was-
te, Qingdao, China  (2004).

• A new partnership with local authorities for the 
environmentally sound management of hazar-
dous and other wastes in urban areas.

n Case Study - Municipalities Project
The Centre has implemented a project designed 
to build the capacity of municipalities to deal with 
hazardous and domestic waste in an integrated 

manner. The project is based in Qingdao, China. 
It combines training workshops on the regulations 
and legislation pertinent to the collection and 
management of hazardous waste for municipal 
authorities, with a demonstration project on the 
management of an e-waste collection system in 
Qingdao. The project has set up a World Summit 
on Sustainable Development “type II” agreement 
between the municipal authorities, the private 
sector, the national Government and Tsinghua 
University, regarding the environmentally sound 
management of e-waste in the city. The lessons 
learnt were disseminated to municipalities in the 
Asia-Pacific region though a regional workshop 
organised in collaboration with the United Na-
tions Institute of Training and Research (UNITAR) 
in Kuala Lumpur (December 2004).

Basel Convention Centre 
for the Asia-Pacific Region
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The Basel Convention Regional Centre for English-
speaking African countries is based in Pretoria, 
South Africa. The Centre is hosted by the Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and 
headed by Dr. John Mbogoma. The Centre is cur-
rently in an interim re-structuring. From March 
2000 to June 2004, the Centre received technical 
and financial assistance from Denmark and from 
2004 to 2006 from South Africa.

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Workshop on the coordinated implementation 
of the Basel, Stockholm and Rotterdam Conven-
tions (South Africa, September 2003).

• Development of a database and sources of ex-
pertise for use by countries in the region.

• Commercial Courses:
o General hazardous waste management for 

industry (2003-2004).
o Regional training for middle management 

officials in general hazardous waste manage-
ment (2004).

o Management, maintenance and disposal of 
asbestos (2005).

o Workshop on injection safety and healthcare 
waste management (2005).

• Regional Workshop on Persistant Organic Pollu-
tants (POPs) laboratories (2005).

n Case study- Commercial courses
The Centre developed training courses for Go-
vernment officials and industry representatives on 
a wide-ranging scope of issues related to the ma-
nagement of hazardous wastes. Additionally to 
the technical information given, the courses also 
facilitate contacts between Government officials 
and  Basel Convention Focal Points, thereby brin-
ging stakeholders together. A fruitful outcome 
was the identification of further training material 
in answer to the specific needs of participants. The 
courses are funded by international organisations 
such as the UN’s Environment Programme or the 
UN Industrial Development Organisation, bilateral 
funding and by the participants’ fees. 

Basel Convention Regional Centre
for English-speaking African countries
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Basel Convention Regional Centre 
for Southeast Asia

The Pacific Regional Centre for the Joint Imple-
mentation of the Basel and Waigani Conventions 
has been operational since 2003.It is integrated 
in the South Pacific Regional Environmental Pro-
gramme (SPREP), located in Apia, Samoa. The 
Centre works towards ensuring the coordinated 
implementation of the Basel and Waigani Conven-
tions in the South Pacific region.

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Training workshop on reporting and inventories 
of hazardous wastes. 2 

 

n Case Study-Integrated Waste
Management Strategy
for the Pacific Island States

The project will review existing regional strate-
gies for solid and hazardous waste management 
and identify opportunities for the development 
of regional integrated waste management strate-
gies, taking into account priority hazardous waste 
streams such as used oils, hospital waste, used 
lead-acid batteries, among others. The project 
will promote a participatory approach for Pacific 
Island Countries in the formulation of preliminary 
recommendations both for a regional approach 
for integrated waste management and its adapta-
tion at the national level.
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The Basel Convention Regional Centre for 
Southeast Asia is based in Indonesia and has been 
operational since 1997. The Centre is hosted by 
the Environmental Impact Management Centre 
of the Indonesian Ministry of Environment and is 
headed by Mr. Aboejoewono Aboeprajitno. The 
Centre has received funds from Japan and from 
the Basel Convention Trust Fund.

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• National Workshop on a pilot project for the 
monitoring and control of transboundary mo-
vement of hazardous waste in Asia.

• Provision of resource persons for various activi-
ties related to the management of hazardous 
waste (such as workshops in the region).

• Pilot project on an inventory of hazardous waste 
generation in selected countries (2004).

n Case Study- Pilot Project
on National Inventories

Following a previous workshop on inventories of 
hazardous waste, the Centre implemented a pilot 
project in the Philippines. The country selection 
was carried out through questionnaires designed 
to obtain information on the status of hazardous 
waste generation and its import and export in the 
countries of the region. From the pilot project 
implemented in the Philippines, a manual on na-
tional inventories, tailored to the needs of ASEAN 
countries, will be developed.

The Basel Convention Regional Centre for the CIS 
countries is based in Moscow, Russian Federation, 
and has been operational since 1996. It is hosted 
by the Centre for International Projects in Mos-
cow and is headed by Mr. Sergey Tikhonov. The 
Centre receives financial assistance from the Basel 
Convention Trust Fund and is partially self-fun-
ded.

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Workshop on national reporting and national 
inventories of hazardous wastes under the Ba-
sel Convention, Moscow, Russia (2003).

• Review of the existing national and internatio-
nal legislation on monitoring and control of 
transboundary movements of hazardous wastes 
and their environmentally sound management 
for CIS countries (2005).

n Case Study- Review of Existing
National and International
Legislation on Transboundary
Movements of Hazardous
Wastes for CIS countries

The Basel Convention Regional Centre in Moscow 
carried out a project on the review of national le-
gislation with regard to the transboundary move-
ments of hazardous wastes and their environmen-
tally sound management. The project covered the 
following countries: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Rus-
sian Federation, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine 
and Uzbekistan. The project identified gaps and 
inconsistencies in the national legislations and in 
plans to further address these issues. The project 
includes awareness raising among decision-ma-
kers in the participating countries. It also entails 
the enhancement of harmonisation of CIS natio-
nal legislations in the relevant fields. 

Basel Convention Regional Centre 
in Tehran

The Basel Convention Regional Centre based in 
Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran, was legally esta-
blished on 27 July 2005 and is hosted by the Envi-
ronmental Research Centre. The Regional Centre 
aims to contribute to the promotion of a lifecycle 
approach to the management of hazardous mate-
rials through the coordinated implementation of 
the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conventions. 
It will establish a regular line of communication 
with other Basel Convention Regional Centres, 
using their expertise to conduct its activities. The 
Centre’s operations are on stand-by waiting for 
the nomination of the director. 

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• National meeting on needs assessment and es-
tablishment of a regional centre on hazardous 
waste management (2003).

• Regional meeting on needs assessment and es-
tablishment of a regional centre on hazardous 
waste management (2004). 

2 A regional workshop took place in July 2006 for the following countries; Cook Islands, Fiji, Kiribati, Federated States of Micronesia, Marshall 
Islands, Nauru, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Kingdom of Tonga and Tuvalu supported by the European Community.

Pacific Regional Centre for the joint 
Implentation of the Basel and Waigani 
Conventions in the South Pacific Region

Basel Convention Regional Centre
for Countries of the Commonwealth
of Independent States (CIS)

13•



•••••••BASEL CONVENTION  REGIONAL AND COORDINATING CENTRES

15•

•••••••BASEL CONVENTION  REGIONAL AND COORDINATING CENTRES

The Basel Convention Regional Centre for the 
South American Region is based in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, and has been operational since 2002. 
The Centre is hosted by the National Institute for 
Industrial Technology (INTI) and its coordinator is 
Ms Leila Devia. The Centre receives financial assis-
tance from Argentina, INTI, the United Kingdom, 
the Basel Convention Trust Fund and UNEP-Che-
micals. 

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Regional workshop on best available technolo-
gies and best environmental practices (2002).

• Regional workshop on the prevention and moni-
toring of illegal traffic of hazardous and other 
wastes (2003).

• Workshop on the promotion of the ratification 
of the Protocol on liability and compensation 
(2004).

• Workshop on the environmentally sound mana-
gement of mercury (UNEP-Chemicals, 2004).

• Regional workshop for Latin America and the 
Caribbean countries on the Draft BAT/BEP gui-
delines (2005).

• Regional workshop for South America on the 
environmentally sound destruction of Persistant 
Organic Pollutants (POPs) (2005).

• Inventory of e-waste in South-America (2006-
2007)

• Implementation of the control, detection and 
prevention of illegal traffic of hazardous was-
tes

• Inventory of electronic wastes in the South Ame-
rican Region

n Case Study-Regional Workshop
on the Prevention and Monitoring
Illegal Traffic of Hazardous Wastes

The workshop was targeted at Basel Convention 
Focal Points and representatives of the customs 
authorities of each participating country. The 
purpose was to share information on the difficul-
ties that countries in the region face in detecting, 
preventing and processing illegal traffic.  Based 
on the information gathered, the participating 
countries identified future action needed to de-
sign and implement common practices for the 
control of illegal traffic of hazardous wastes in 
the region. The discussions also underlined the ne-
cessity of inter-institutional cooperation between 
the stakeholders involved as well as the need for 
international cooperation to tackle the increasing 
problem of new waste streams, especially electri-
cal and electronic wastes (e-waste).

The training manual on the “Enforcement of Laws 
Implementing the Basel Convention” was used for 
the workshop. In the context of this activity, the 
Centre translated the Manual into Spanish and 
will, subject to available funding, adapt the ele-
ments of the Manual to the needs of the South 
American region.

3 (e.g. UNEP, UNIDO, FAO, UNDP, SBC and the Secretariat of the Stockholm Convention).
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Basel Convention Regional Centre
for the South American Region

Basel Convention Regional Centre
for Central Europe

The Basel Convention Regional Centre for Central  
Europe is based in Bratislava, Slovakia, and has 
been operational since 1997. The Centre is hosted 
by the Centre of Waste and Environmental Mana-
gement in the Slovak Environmental Agency. The 
interim director is Ms. Dana Lapesova. The Centre 
receives funds from the Basel Convention Trust 
Fund, Parties served by the Centre, EC, Italy and 
local donors.

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Legal assistance for the elaboration and adap-
tation of national legislation for the effective 
implementation of the Basel Convention in Bul-
garia, FYR Macedonia and Republic of Serbia 
and Montenegro (2003-2005).

• Workshop for the development of a regional 
approach for the environmentally sound mana-
gement of Persistant Organic Pollutants (POPs) 
as wastes in selected Central and Eastern Euro-
pean Countries (2004).

• Regional workshop on strengthening of coope-
ration between the chemicals and hazardous 
wastes Conventions (2004).

• International training on the implementation of 
waste minimisation – Cleaner production pro-
ject (2003-2004).

• Background Analysis for Development and Es-
tablishment of a Lubricating Oil Management 
System Report “Background Analysis for Deve-

lopment and Establishment of a Lubricating Oil 
Management System”.

• Strategy on the management of the biomedical 
(healthcare) waste.

 
n Case Study-Workshop

on a Regional Approach
for the Environmentally Sound
Management of POPs as Wastes
in Selected Central and
Eastern European Countries (CEE)

The objective of this activity was to develop a re-
gional approach for the environmentally sound 
management of POPs waste in selected CEE coun-
tries. It contributes to the coordinated implemen-
tation of the Basel and Stockholm Conventions. 

The project raised awareness among relevant 
stakeholders, such as officials from the Ministries 
of Environment, Agriculture, Industry and Trade, 
Health, Enforcement as well as non-governmental 
organisations, industry representatives, agricultu-
ral associations and municipalities. International 
Organisations 3, active in the field of waste ma-
nagement and national development also partici-
pated in the workshop. The workshop constituted 
the basis for the elaboration of projects such as 
surveys on available technologies for the environ-
mentally sound management of POPs wastes re-
gion, with a concentration on PCBs and obsolete 
stockpiles of pesticides. 
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The Basel Convention Regional Centre for the Ca-
ribbean Region is based in Trinidad and Tobago 
and has been operational since 1998. The Centre’s 
Director is Dr. Ronnie Sookhoo. The Centre recei-
ves funds mainly from the Government of Trinidad 
and Tobago, the Basel Convention Trust Fund and 
UNEP Chemicals.

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Regional joint project on the environmentally 
sound management of used lead-acid batteries 
(phase II) in Central America, Colombia, Ve-
nezuela and the Caribbean Island States (2003-
2006).

• Regional project for the environmentally sound 
management of used oils in the Caribbean 
(2003-2006).

• Implementation of the Stockholm Convention 
on Persistent Organic Pollutants in small island 
developing states (SIDS) (Antigua, 2003).

• Assessment  of the Caribbean sea ecosystem 
(CARSEA, Port of Spain, 2003). 

• Training on inventories of dioxins and furans 
(Port of Spain, 2003).

n Case Study-Regional Strategy
for the Environmentally Sound
Management of Used Lead-acid
Batteries in Central America,
Colombia, Venezuela and Caribbean

This project is a follow up to a regional project 
for the environmentally sound management of 
used lead-acid batteries (ULAB) in the Caribbean 
and Central America (2001 – 2002), for which na-
tional assessments of the import, export, and the 
management of used lead-acid batteries were 
produced in the participating countries. The cur-
rent project aims to prepare a regional strategy 
to for the environmentally sound management of 
used lead-acid batteries, to comply with the Basel 
Convention provisions as far as their transbounda-
ry movements are concerned. The project includes 
the harmonization of national regulations and in-
volves private industry and research entities. This 
project was developed to be replicated in other 
regions. 
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Basel Convention Regional Centre
for the Caribbean Region

The Basel Convention Regional Centre for Central 
America and Mexico is based in El Salvador and 
has been operational since 1999.  It is hosted by 
the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resour-
ces of El Salvador, in El Salvador. The Centre recei-
ves financial assistance from the host Government, 
Finland, UNEP-Chemicals the Basel Convention 
Trust Fund. The Director of the Centre is Mr. Italo 
Cordova.

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Project on the strengthening of the Sub-regional 
Basel Convention Centre for Central America 
and Mexico.

• Preparation of national inventories and national 
plans for the environmentally sound manage-
ment of PCBs and PCB containing equipment in 
Central America and Panama.

• Development of an electronic waste manage-
ment tracking system (WMTS) in Mexico.

• Regional joint project for the environmentally 
sound management of used lead-acid batteries 
(phase II) in Central America, Colombia, Ve-
nezuela and the Caribbean Island States (2003-
2006).

 

n Case Study-National Inventories 
and Plans for the Environmentally 
Sound Management of PCBs
and PCB  Containing Equipment 
in Central America

Since PCBs are a group of chemicals, which are 
considered to be persistent organic pollutants 
(POPs) and, therefore, constitute a serious threat 
to human health and the environment, this project 
aims at launching the phase out process of PCBs in 
use and at promoting the environmentally sound 
management and disposal of PCB wastes in Cen-
tral American countries. The starting point is the 
preparation of national inventories of PCB contai-
ning equipment and PCB wastes, which build the 
basis for the development and implementation of 
National Action Plans on the management and 
disposal of such kinds of chemicals. This project is 
carried out in seven Central American countries. 

The project falls under the scope of the Basel, Rot-
terdam and Stockholm Conventions and it aims to 
catalyse efforts of these Conventions by enhan-
cing national capacities on managing PCB contai-
ning materials, preparing regionally harmonized 
inventories, action plans and regulations as well 
as providing customs training for national autho-
rities.

Basel Convention Regional Centre
for Central America and Mexico
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The Basel Convention Coordinating Centre for La-
tin America and the Caribbean has been operatio-
nal since 1998 and is hosted by the Technological 
Laboratory of Uruguay (Laboratorio Tecnológico 
del Uruguay-LATU), Montevideo, Uruguay. The 
Centre receives financial assistance from the host 
Government, the Basel Convention Trust Fund and 
UNEP-Chemicals. The Director of the Centre is Ms. 
Marisol Mallo.

n Key Activities
since December 2002 (COP6)

• Development and maintenance of the web-page 
(English/Spanish) and dissemination of informa-
tion to all Parties (1998-2002).

• Regional workshop on the support to the Stoc-
kholm Convention (2002).

• Workshop on the coordinated implementation 
of the Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm Conven-
tions (2004).

• The BCCC-Uruguay was selected under the Stoc-
kholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollu-
tants to carry out a case study that contributed 
to the process of identifying institutions that 
would facilitate capacity building and transfer 
of technology in accordance with article 12 of 
the Stockholm Convention. The case study in-
cluded a workshop in Venezuela (2004).

• Survey of service providers for remediation and 
disposal of obsolete pesticides in Latin America 
and the Caribbean (2005).

• Training program for municipal officers in envi-
ronmentally sound management of hazardous 
wastes.

 
n Case Study-Training of Municipal 

Technicians in the Environmentally 
Sound Management of Hazardous 
Wastes

The project was developed to assess current faci-
lities in hazardous waste management in the re-
gion. It also allowed for the development of trai-
ning material and courses in the environmentally 
sound management of wastes on a national basis. 
Two countries were selected to follow the cour-
ses. Internet courses were held to train officials 
from thirty municipalities. This project provided 
the municipalities with practical tools to under-
take the environmentally sound management of 
hazardous wastes and solve related problems spe-
cific to the region.
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Basel Convention Coordinating Centre
for Latin America and Caribbean region

Projects currently carried out by the 
BCRCs since COP6

Hazardous Wastes Landfill (site 
Selection, Design and prepara-
tion of operating Plans) in Arab 
Region.

The Basel Convention Regional 
Centre for Training and Techno-
logy Transfer for Arab States in 
Cairo - Capacity Building for the 
implementation of the Basel 
Convention

Inventory of Hazardous Wastes 
in French speaking countries 
covered by BCRC-Dakar

Development of a database 
for use by the countries in the 
region

Regional Workshop on Succes-
sful Case Studies of Recycling, 
Reuse and Resource Recovery 
Methods Towards the Environ-
mentally Sound Management 
(ESM) of Hazardous Wastes in 
Africa within the context of the 
Basel Convention

Assessment and recycling of 
used oils in Africa
A new partnership with local 
authorities for the environmen-
tally sound management of 
hazardous and other wastes in 
urban areas.

A new partnership with local 
authorities for the environmen-
tally sound management of 
hazardous and other wastes in 
urban areas.

Guidelines for hazardous waste landfill site selection and environmental impact 
assessment in hyper arid areas
Guidelines for hazardous waste landfill site operation, monitoring and after 
care in hyperdry areas.
Guidelines for hazardous waste landfill design in hyper-dry areas.
The First Expert Group Meeting
Executive Report of the Second Expert Group Meeting, 22-25 November 2004, Cairo
Report of the Third Expert Group Meeting, 23-26 May 2005,Cairo, Egypt
Report of the Training Workshop on Waste Disposal by landfilling in Hyper-arid 
Region Held in Manama – Bahrain. 26-28/11/2005

Available at http://www.basel.int/stratplan/oewg1/projdocs/egypt/index.html

The Centre is implementing this project under the Sub-programe “A Better 
Environment for Human Health and Well-Being”. This project is supervised by 
the SBC and funded by the Government of Finland (1,000,000 Euros). Ongoing

Information available at :
http://www.basel.int/centers/techcoop_tf/PDEgyptFinland.doc

Available at http://www.basel.int/stratplan/oewg1/projdocs/egypt/index.html

Rapport des activités de formation sur les inventaires de déchets dangereux en 
Guinée et Niger

http://www.basel.int/stratplan/oewg1/projdocs/senegal/index.html

Report
http://www.basel.int/stratplan/oewg1/projdocs/safrica/index.html

Final Report and Proceedings 
http://www.basel.int/stratplan/oewg1/projdocs/nigeria/rrr-workshop/index.
html

- Pilot study of used oils in Nigeria
- Feasibility Study for the environmentally sound management of used oil in 
Nigeria 
- Proceedings ; 2 workshops

http://www.basel.int/stratplan/oewg1/projdocs/nigeria/used-oils/index.html

- Proceedings of the National Forum on “new Partnership with local authorities 
for the Environmentally sound management of hazardous wastes and other 
wastes in urban areas”
- Terminal Report “new Partnership with local authorities for the Environmentally 
sound management of hazardous wastes and other wastes in urban areas”
- “The initiative of Public- Private Partnership for Hazardous wastes on Environ-
mentally Sound Management in Quingdao”
- “Development of the Decision Supportive Tools for Hazardous Waste 
Management”Regional Forum on New Partnership for the Environmentally 
Sound Management of Urban Hazardous Wastes.

http://www.basel.int/centers/projects.html

BCRCs 	 / Project /	 / Report /
EGYPT

EGYPT

SENEGAL

SOUTH
AFRICA

NIGERA

NIGERIA

CHINA
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BCRCs 	 / Project /	 / Report /

CHINA

INDONESIA

SPREP

RUSSIAN
FEDERATION

SLOVAK
REPUBLIC

SLOVAK
REPUBLIC

SLOVAK
REPUBLIC

SLOVAK
REPUBLIC

SLOVAK
REPUBLIC

Survey of the import and the 
environmentally sound mana-
gement of electronic wastes in 
the Asia-Pacific region

Pilot project on inventory of 
hazardous waste generation in 
selected member countries

Training workshop on national 
reporting and inventories of 
hazardous wastes

Preparation of a review on the 
existing national and interna-
tional legislation on monitoring 
and control of transboundary 
movements of hazardous was-
tes and their environmentally 
sound management for CIS 
countries

Implementation of Waste Mini-
mization – Cleaner Production 
Project

Workshop on the strengthe-
ning of cooperation between 
the chemical and hazardous 
wastes conventions

Regional workshop for the pre-
paration of a regional approach 
for the environmentally sound 
management of POPs as wastes 
in selected Central and Eastern 
European countries

Legal assistance for the elabo-
ration and adaptation of natio-
nal legislation for the effective 
implementation of the Basel 
Convention in Bulgaria, FYR 
Macedonia and the Republic of 
Serbia and Montenegro

Background Analysis for Deve-
lopment and Establishment of 
a Lubricating Oil Management 
System

- Report on the “survey of the import and Environmentally Sound Manage-
ment of Electronic Wastes in the Asia-Pacific region”
- The Initiative of the Environmentally Sound Management for E-waste in Qin-
gdao.

http://www.basel.int/centers/projects.html

- Executive Summary
- Final Report on Demonstration Project on Inventory of Hazardous Waste Ge-
neration in Philippines.
- Database Software
- Result of the Regional Training Workshop on Inventory of Hazardous Waste; 
and Generation.
- Desktop Study

http://www.basel.int/centers/projects.html

Report of the ‘Training workshop on national reporting and inventories of 
hazardous wastes, Apia, Samoa, 3-7 July 2006 to develop the capacity building 
on ESM of hazardous wastes in the South Pacific states.

http://www.basel.int/centers/techcoop_tf/projects_tctf.html

- Review on the existing national and international legislation on monitoring 
and control of transboundary movements of hazardous wastes and their envi-
ronmentally sound management for CIS countries
- Executive summary of the review
- Two report for the two meetings

http://www.basel.int/stratplan/oewg1/projdocs/russia/index.html

Final Report
h t t p : / / w w w. b a s e l . i n t / s t r a t p l a n / o e w g 1 / p r o j d o c s / s l o v a k i a /
slovakia%20clprod/index.html

- Report of the workshop on the strengthening of co-operation based on che-
micals and hazardous wastes conventions (Prague - Pruhonice, March 13 – 17, 
2004)Other project documents

http://www.basel.int/stratplan/oewg1/projdocs/slovakia/slovakia%20coop/
index.html

Report
http://www.basel.int/stratplan/oewg1/projdocs/slovakia/slovakia%20pops/
workshop-rep-fin.doc

A Report“Legal assistance for the elaboration and adaptation of national le-
gislation for the effective implementation of the Basel Convention in Bulgaria, 
FYR Macedonia and the Republic of Serbia and Montenegro”

http://www.basel.int/centers/projreports/BCRC-Slovakia/natleg/complet-
2.pdf

Report “Background Analysis for Development and Establishment of a Lubrica-
ting Oil Management System”

http://www.basel.int/centers/projreports/BCRC-Slovakia/oil-mngmt/FINAL%
20REPORT%20Background%20Analysis%20Project.pdf

Strategy on the management 
of the biomedical (healthcare) 
waste

Implementation of the control, 
detection and prevention of 
illegal traffic of hazardous 
wastes

Inventory of electronic wastes 
in the South American Region

Regional Programme for the 
Preparation of National Inven-
tories and National Plans for 
the Environmentally Sound 
Management of PCB and PCB 
Containing Equipment in Cen-
tral America and Panama in the 
context of the Basel and the 
Stockholm Conventions (PO/BC/
BD/4030-03-18)

Preparation of a regional stra-
tegy for the environmentally 
sound management of used 
lead-acid batteries in Central 
America Colombia, Venezuela 
and the Caribbean Island States

Training program for munici-
pal officers in environmentally 
sound management of hazar-
dous wastes.

“Survey of service providers for 
remediation and disposal of ob-
solete pesticides in  Latin Amé-
rica Latina and Caribbean”

BCRCs 	 / Project /	 / Report /

SLOVAK
REPUBLIC

ARGENTINA

ARGENTINA

EL SALVADOR

EL SALVADOR
& TRINIDAD
& TOBAGO

URUGUAY

URUGUAY

Ongoing
Information available at:

http://www.basel.int/centers/projreports/BCRC-Slovakia/biomed/mou.pdf

Resumen ejecutivo del taller realizado el 22 y 23 de marzo en Buenos Aires 
sobre tráfico ilícito de desechos peligrosos y otros desechos 
- Presentations from participating countries
- Other project documents

http://www.basel.int/centers/projects.html

Ongoing
Information available at:

http://www.basel.int/centers/techcoop_tf/PDArgentina.doc

 National Action Plan for each country
- National Inventory for each country
- Regional Strategy for the Environmentally Sound Management of PCB and 
PCB Containing Equipment in Central America
- Assessment of Existing Legislation
- Report s of four Regional Workshops

http://www.basel.int/centers/frsetmain.php

- Draft Regional Strategy fo the ESM of ULAB in Central America, Colombia, 
Venezuela and the Caribbean Island States)
- Background documents

http://www.basel.int/stratplan/oewg1/projdocs/elsalvador/index.html

- Guía para la Gestión Integral de Residuos Peligrosos. Fundamentos (Tomo I)
- Guía para la Gestión Integral de Residuos Peligrosos. Fichas Temáticas (Tomo II)
- Evaluación del proyecto
- Terminal report (in English)

http://www.basel.int/stratplan/oewg1/projdocs/uruguay/index.html

- Report

http://www.basel.int/centers/techcoop_tf/projects_tctf.html
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n African Ministerial Conference
on the Environment (AMCEN)

• Decision adopted by the African Ministerial 
Conference on the Environment at its tenth ses-
sion:
- Decision 5: “Development of a strategic approach 
to international chemicals management and other 
chemical and hazardous waste management is-
sues” requesting (e): “To support the efforts to 
strengthen the capacity of the regional centres of 
excellence in Africa, including the Basel Conven-
tion regional centres in Egypt, Nigeria, Senegal 
and South Africa, as key regional instruments for 
the implementation of the action plan of the en-
vironment initiative of the New Partnership for 
Africa’s Development and to call upon interested 
States and other stakeholders to provide further 
support to the centres of excellence in Africa”.

n The New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD)

• Action Plan for the Environment Initiative
- Environmental Action Plan for the First Decade 
of the 21st Century: (C) “Cross-Cutting Issues”. 
The following project was proposed: (i) “Establis-
hment and/or capacity- building of the regional 
centres (e.g. the Basel Convention regional cen-
tres in Nigeria, Senegal and South Africa) for the 
management of hazardous wastes in the context 
of building synergies with the Stockholm Conven-
tion and the Rotterdam Convention”.

• Capacity
- 5.1 “Identification of African centres of excel-
lence and specialist networks”
- 5.2 “Development and implementation of a stra-
tegic plan for the strengthening of network and 
centres”

n Strategic Approach to International
Chemicals Management (SAICM)

Overarching Policy Strategy of the Strategic Ap-
proach:
- Table B: “List of possible work areas and their 
associated, actors, targets/timeframes, indicators 
of progress and implementation aspects”

• Work areas addressing risk reduction (Objective 1)
1. Facilitate the identification and disposal of ob-
solete stocks of pesticides and other chemicals (es-
pecially PCBs), particularly in developing countries 
and countries in transition.
2. Establishment and implement national action 
plans with respect to waste minimization and 
waste disposal, taking into consideration relevant 
international agreements and by using the cradle-
to-cradle and cradle-to-grave approaches.
3. Implement the Basel Convention and waste 
reduction measures at source and identify other 
waste issues that require full cradle-to-cradle and 
cradle-to-grave consideration of the fate of che-
micals in production and at the end of the useful 
life of products in which they are present.

• Work areas addressing capacity- building and 
technical cooperation (Objective 4)
Where the BCRCs could assist in the development 
and implementation of capacity-building pro-
grammes on waste minimization and increased 
resource efficiency, including zero waste resource 
management, waste prevention, substitution and 
toxic use reduction, to reduce the volume and 
toxicity of discarded materials in developing coun-
tries and countries with economies in transition.

• Work areas addressing illegal traffic (Objective 5)
Strengthen national strategies for prevention, de-
tection and control of illegal transboundary mo-
vements of waste.
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Decisions Concerning the BCRCs

n Basel Convention
• Decision I/13:  “Establishment of Regional Cen-
tres for Training and Technology Transfer”

• Decision II/19: “Establishment of Regional Cen-
tres for Training and Technology Transfer” and 
Annex: “Committee Decision I/5”

• Decision III/19: “Establishment of Regional or 
Sub- Regional Centres for Training and Techno-
logy Transfer Regarding the Management of 
Hazardous Wastes and Other Wastes and the 
Minimization of their Generation”. Selected the 
following sites: Uruguay as the Coordinator Cen-
tre for the Latin America and Caribbean region 
with the three following Centres: Argentina, El 
Salvador and Trinidad and Tobago; Nigeria as the 
Coordinating Centre for the African Region with 
three Centres: Egypt, South Africa and a third for 
French-speaking Countries in Africa; Slovak Repu-
blic and Russian Federation for the Central and 
Eastern Europe and China and Indonesia for the 
Asia and Pacific region.

• Decision IV/4: “Establishment of Regional or Sub- 
Regional Centres for Training and Technology 
Transfer Regarding the Management of Hazar-
dous Wastes and Other Wastes and the Minimiza-
tion of their Generation”

• Decision V/5: “Regional Centres for Training and 
Technology Transfer”

• Decision VI/3: “Establishment and functioning 
of the Basel Convention Regional Centres for Trai-
ning and Technology Transfer” and Appendix I on 
core functions of the Basel Convention Regional 
Centres and Appendix II on roles and functions of 
the Coordinating Centres.

• Decision VI/4: “Business Plans of the Basel 
Convention Regional Centres”

• Decision VI/6: “Establishment of a Basel Conven-
tion Regional in Senegal”

• Decision VI/7: “Proposal to Establish a Basel 
Convention Regional Centre in the Islamic Repu-
blic of Iran”

• Decision VI/8: “Establishment of a Pacific Regio-

nal Centre for the Joint Implementation of the Ba-
sel Convention and the Waigani Conventions”

• Decisions VI/9: “Basel Convention Regional Cen-
tre for the Arab States”

• Decision VII/9: “ Basel Convention Regional Cen-
tres: Report on Progress”

• Decision VII/10: “Establishment of a Basel 
Convention Regional Centre in Teheran”

n Rotterdam Convention
• The COP1 of the Rotterdam Convention by its 
decision RC-1/14 on Regional delivery of technical 
assistance invited the Basel Convention Regional 
Centres (BCRCs) and Regional Coordinating Cen-
tres, to participate in the regional delivery system 
to make full use of synergies among those enti-
ties, organizations and multilateral environmental 
agreements.

• Decision RC-2/4: “Regional and national delivery 
of technical assistance”

n Stockholm Convention
• Decision SC- 1/16: “Technical assistance: regional 
and subregional centres” where the Secretariat of 
the Stockholm Convention is requested to pursue 
cooperation with the Basel Convention Regional 
and Subregional Centres.

• Decision SC- 1/18: “Enhancing synergies within 
the chemicals and waste cluster” and Annex 
“Excerpts from important relevant decisions on 
synergies between chemicals and waste multila-
teral environmental agreement Secretariat” to 
decision SC- 1/18, where the Executive Director of 
UNEP is requested to promote cooperation with 
the Basel Convention Regional training Centres in 
the implementation of activities, as appropriate, 
of other multilateral environmental agreements 
and institutions related to hazardous wastes and 
chemicals.

• Decision SC- 2/9: “Technical assistance” and 
Annex I on “Terms of reference for regional and 
subregional centres for capacity- building and 
transfer of technology under the Stockholm 
Convention”
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Basel Convention Regional Centre
for South-East Asia in Indonesia
Basel Convention Regional Centre
for South-East Asia in Indonesia 
Ministry of Environment
Jl. D.I. Panjaitan Kav 24, Kebon Nanas
Jakarta Timur 13410 - INDONESIA 
Tel./Fax (62 21) 852 0408 
E-mail: nnaboe@menlh.go.id,
	 baseljakarta@menlh.go.id 
Website : (under construction)

Basel Convention Regional Centre 
in Tehran
Department of Environment
Environmental Research Centre
Pardisan Park
Shahid Hemmat Highway
Tehran - Islamic Republic of Iran
Tel: +98 311 771 5731
Fax: +98 21 826 4003

Pacific Regional Centre for Training and Techno-
logy Transfer for the Joint Implementation of the 
Basel and Waigani Conventions in the South Pa-
cific region
Mr. Asterio Takesy
Director
South Pacific Regional Environment Programme
P.O Box 240, Apia
Samoa
Tel: (+685) 21 929
Fax: (+685) 20 231
E-mail: asteriot@sprep.org
http://www.sprep.org.ws/article/news_detail.asp?id=146

n Central and Eastern Europe

Basel Convention Regional Centre for CIS coun-
tries in the Russian Federation
Mr. Sergey Tikhonov
Director 
Basel Convention Regional Centre
in the Russian Federation
Centre for International Projects (CIP)
58-b Pervomaiskaya Ul.105043
Moscow - Russia
Tel. (7-495) 165 05 62 and 165 52 08
Fax: (7-495) 165 08 90 and 165 56 70
E-mail: tse@eco-cip.ru
	 centre@eco-cip.ru

Basel Convention Regional Centre
for Central Europe in Slovakia
Ms. Dana Lapesová 
Head
Basel Convention Regional Centre in Bratislava
Hanulova 5/D
844 40  Bratislava, Slovak Republic
Tel. (42 12) 6020 1639
Tel. (421 2) 6020 1638
Fax(42 12) 6428 2683
E-mail: dana.lapesova@sazp.sk
http://www.sazp.sk /bcrc

n Latin America and the Caribbean

Basel Convention Regional Centre
for the South American Region in Argentina
Ms. Leila Devia
Coordinator 
Buenos Aires Basel Convention Regional Centre 
for South America
Instituto Nacional de Tecnología Industrial (INTI)
Edificio 42, . Avda. General Paz 5445 (B1650KNA) 
/ and Avda. Leandro N. Alem 1067 – 7 Floor 
Buenos Aires - Argentina
Tel. (5411) 4724 46 200/ ext. 6526 and 451 55 001
Tel. dir. : (54 11) 47 24 64 26
Home : (54 11) 490 25 805
Mobile : 54 4 154 146 4875
Fax : (5411) 3132130
E-mail : lumiere@uolsinectis.com.ar
	 lumiere@inti.gov.ar
http://crsbasilea.inti.gov.ar

Basel Convention Regional Centre
for Central America and Mexico in El Salvador
Mr. Italo Córdova
Director, CRCB - CAM
MINISTERIO DE MEDIO AMBIENTE Y RECURSOS 
NATURALES
Carretera a Santa Tecla, Calle y Colonia Las Mer-
cedes, Edificio MARN
San Salvador - El Salvador
Teléfono: (503) 2267 9363
Mobile : (503) 7970 0539
Tele-fax:  (503) 2267 9339
E-mail: icordova@marn.gob.sv
	 convenio@marn.gob.sv
http://www.marn.gob.sv/convenio-basilea/Pagina-
conveniosl.htm
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n Africa and West Asia

Basel Convention Regional Centre
for the Arab States in Egypt
Prof. Mortada Mourad El Aref
Director
Cairo University Centre for Environmental Hazard 
Mitigation 
Faculty of Science, Chemistry New Building, 
Second floor,
Cairo University Main Campus,
Cairo University,
Cairo University Street, 
Giza 12612
or P.O. Box 453, El Orman-Giza,
Cairo - EGYPT
Tel. + 20 2 571 9688/567 48 36/567 4838
Fax: + 20 2 571 9687 and 571 7565
Mobile: +20 12 330 98 66, +20 12 221 51 52
E-mail: basel_cairo@baselegypt.org
cairo_basel@hotmail.com, elaref@baselegypt.org, 
smdahroug@yahoo.com
http://www.baselegypt.org

Basel Convention Coordinating Centre
for the African Region in Nigeria
Professor Oladele Osibanjo
Director
Federal Ministry of Environment
University of Ibadan
Linkage Centre for Cleaner
Production Technology and Hazardous Waste 
Management
1 Ijoma Road
University of Ibadan
Ibadan - Nigeria
Tel: (234)  803 2 810 37 41/2 810 21 98
Fax: (234) 2 810 3168; 2 810 2198
Mobile: (234) 803 301 33 78
E-mail: osibanjo@baselnigeria.org ; copy to : 
	 oosibanjo@yahoo.com
	 http://www.baselnigeria.org

Basel Convention Regional Centre
for French-speaking Countries in Africa in Senegal
Mr. Ndiaye Cheikh SYLLA
Interim Directeur

Centre Régional de la Convention de Bàle pour 
L’Afrique Francophone
106, RUE CARNOT - BP 6557
Dakar - SÉNÉGAL
Tél: (221) 823-80-47
Fax: (221)  822-62-12
E-mail: contacts@crcb-af.org

Basel Convention Regional Centre
for English-speaking African Countries
in South Africa
Basel Convention Regional Centre
Council for Scientific and Industrial Research 
(CSIR),
Meiring Naude Road, Building No 4,
1st Floor, Room 131, Brummeria, 
P.O. Box 109, Silverton, 
Pretoria, 0127. 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Tel (+27 12 349 1130) 
Fax: (+27 12 349 1043)
http://www.baselpretoria.org.za

n Asia and Pacific Region

Basel Convention Centre
for the Asia and Pacific Region in China
Mr. Zhang Lijun, 
Director BCRC China and Director General
of the Department of Pollution Control
State Environmental Protection Administration
Xizhimennei Nanxiaojie 115
Beijing 100035
China
Tel.: (8610) 6655 6516
Fax: (8610) 6655 6513

Dr. Jinhui Li, 
Administrative Director BCRC China
Department of Environmental Science
and Engineering
Tsinghua University
Beijing 100084
Tel.: (8610) 627 94 351
Fax: (8610) 6277 20 48
E-mail: jinhui@tsinghua.edu.cn
http://www.bcrc.cn



•••••••BASEL CONVENTION  REGIONAL AND COORDINATING CENTRES

•26

Contacts

Basel Convention Regional Centre
for the Caribbean Region in Trinidad and Tobago
Dr. Ronnie Sookhoo
Director
Basel Convention Caribbean Regional Centre
c/o CARIRI Compound
Trincity West Industrial Estate
Macoya, Tunapuna
Trinidad and Tobago
Teléfono: (1-868) 662-2855
                (1-868) 740 0652
Fax:  	 (1-868) 645 6734
E-mail: basel_ca@tstt.net.tt

Basel Convention Coordinating Centre
for Training and Technology Transfer
for Latin America and Caribbean region
in Uruguay
Ing. Marisol Mallo
Directora
Centro Coordinador América Latina y el Caribe
Convenio de Basilea
Laboratorio Tecnológico del Uruguay (LATU)
Av. Italia 6201
CP 11500
Montevideo, Uruguay
Tel: (598 2) 6013724 ext 158 / 159 / 183
(598 2) 9170710 int 4505/4506
Fax: (5982) 6013724 ext 157
E-mail:  marisol.mallo@dinama.gub.uy,
mmallo@elsitio.net.uy, marsha@adinet.com.uy
http//www.desechospeligrosos.net


